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Not many people realise that Australia actually has a small but active group of robot warriors. From small events in a local shed to natic

Building, testing and tweaking a robot to perfection, only to have its electronic guts ripped out (http: //www.gizmodo.com.au,/2015/02
dedication (http: //www.gizmodo.com.au,/2015/02 /japan-is-holding-actual-funerals-for-sonys-robotic-aibo-dogs /). In fact, based on
(http: //www.gizmodo.com.au/2015/02 /man-pretending-to-be-a-robot-looks-like-a-robot-pretending-to-be-a-man/) are one ina r
(http: //www.gizmodo.com.au/2014 /12 /watch-22-of-the-dumbest-robots-youve-ever-seen-try-to-fight/) is a fun hobby rather than

Robots range from hacked together monsters that use salvaged parts to gleaming (http: //www.gizmodo.com.au/2014 /12 /watch-this-
is in the featherweight category, where robots tip the scales at a manageable 13.6 KG (in line with international standard weights). The
proof glass. Even a reinforced roof is needed as robots are often launched high into the air.

Armament choices vary from flippers to flame throwers but the real crowd pleasers are the kinetic energy weapons. The basic idea is t:
possible, you drive your robot into your competition and watch the sparks fly.

There is actually enough energy involved to rip another robot apart, though you also subject your own robot to massive stress. Of cour
have gone for an all or nothing approach, forgoing defense in favour of a more powerful offense in the hope they can take out the othe:

In Australia the last national competition (http: //www.ipswichartgallery.qld.gov.au/robowars-2014 /) was held in 2014 over a weekend
eventual winner was a tough armoured brick of a robot called M3ntalbot which survived even the most powerful spinning weapons.

A match earlier in the event had a showdown between two spinner bots, with quite violent results. Check out the video below - the twr
watch the rest of the battle videos (https: //www.youtube.com /user/TheMjRobots /videos).
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So what does it take to build a combat robot in Australia?

We had a chat to one of the most prolific and high tech builders in Australia, Nick Martin. Not only does Nick like to build from exotic &
to have rotten luck against the less polished but amazingly tough local competition, Nick has competed and picked up trophies at inter

To delve further into the mind of a dedicated robot builder, we put Nick on the spot with some questions about the sport and his robot
at the Robowars forums.

https://www.gizmodo.com.au/2015/12/competitive-robot-fighting-downunder/ 6/15



6/19/2018 Competitive Robot Fighting Downunder | Gizmodo Australia

i 0 o, o, ; 'W.
Sh’bl;Fl —gét%)sﬁSA/OZF/02Fwww.g|zmodo.com.au/02F2015/02F12/o 'q f( -ﬂ gLogin/ Sign up
2 ghting e

rc
HTTP://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ SR PHP?U=HTTPS%

oGP i TRR e BoRAEs DRt e AoNser s %2FCON Gfim b

[ =

v
ey | [
i
1 9
=0
=

(https: //edge.alluremedia.com.au/m/g/2015,/03 /Nick-Martin-720.jpg)

https://www.gizmodo.com.au/2015/12/competitive-robot-fighting-downunder/ 7/15



6/19/2018 Competitive Robot Fighting Downunder | Gizmodo Australia

(http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?

. . f . . o H = 0, i ¢
How ﬂ%gs%gkb Set.into combat robotics? Completely by n‘%‘,%?é%}ﬁlv%%'bk t‘t_)ougﬂ dbiine/suitiohConi/shibreyrizhttnst 3A%AF 2 wivptigidmModdc eoir: aute ]

Sha%ﬁsm WW.gIZmodo.com.au7.

ya 2 N SRR, AP IS NPADIS ﬂﬂf&;t' gLogin/Sign up
PL/MARRPWFACHBBOK COMPHENER PHP?U=HTTPS%3A%2F%2FWWW.GIZMODO.COM.AU%2F2015%2F12%2FCOMPETITIVE-ROBOT-FIGH E AR |

downunder%2F&text=Competitive+Robot+Fighting+Downunder+%7C+Gizmodo-

MR E ST PP R G RQRAES TR i p R nsies s B R PR A WENRNBY 27 201 5% 2F1 2% 2F COMPETITIVE-ROBOT-FIGHTING-DOWNUNDER%2F & TEXT=COMPY

What was your first robot? My first good bot was Jolt, which had an overhead horizontal steel bar for a weapon. It used the most po
other robots.

What is your latest robot? It’s actually a reboot of Jolt in the heavier lightweight (27Kg) class. The weapon weighs 5.5 Kg, spins a
seventy five large electric jack hammers all at once.

You favourite tool in your workshop? My brain! Without some clever design ideas all the other tools are useless. More practicall

What do you see as the future of robotwars locally? At the moment, combat bots in Australia are suffering from a lack of venues
branches of engineering and teamed up with us.

What is your advice for interested roboteers looking to get into the sport? You don't need a lot of skills or tools to get started;

Later in 2015 Nick will be heading overseas to compete in the the Robogames (http: //robogames.net/index.php)in San Francisco (http:
on a flight and competing at the UK Robot World Championship (http: //www.robotevents.com/the-vex-robotics-uk-national-champi
all round the world - but only one Aussie. Later in the year Nick plans to take on the local national competition with an entirely new ro

You can watch Nick and Mr Mangle dominate the UK 2014 Championships below in an epic four way fight.
The last Australian National robotwars event was in October (The RoboWars 2015 Nationals) and once again at the Ipswich Art gallery. (

Facing off against powerful competition as a new builder with a fresh robot can be daunting, so there are also plans to have a ‘sportsms
those who want to know more about the building, one dedicated roboteer has even put together a How To YouTube series (https: /ww

Otherwise, the Australian Robotwars website (http: //robowars.org/) and forum (http: //http: //robowars.org/forum/) have all the info
[Robowars (http: //robowars.org/)]

A big thank you to Nick and all the other roboteers who supplied pictures for the article.
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This is the moment we've all been waiting for, folks. Amazon Prime launches in Australia today. Yep, proper Amazon Prime - the one th:

world, but the real question is - what will we get in Australia, and how much is it going to cost us? Well, Amazon says Prime members i1
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Ford has just announced when the limited edition Mustang Bullitt is going to hit Australian shores. Pony aficionados may already know

Containing one of the most iconic on-screen car chases of all time, the film is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. Even if you're 1
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